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In 2020, CCN/CRA proposed a new strategic planning 

model in response to Planning White Paper’s proposal to 

replace the Duty to Cooperate.

This was based on a systems approach across all tiers of 

government, ensuring that spatial planning decisions are 

fully aligned with other policy and investment decisions 

that facilitate sustainable growth. 

BUT, in developing the approach, two key issues were 

identified -

▪ Regardless of what form strategic planning takes, 

there is a need for a much more robust approach to 

decision-making with strong leadership at its core, if 

we are to tackle some of the important but 

challenging issues that need to be addressed to 

achieve sustainable growth.  

▪ The fragmented and complex governance 

arrangements underpinning current approaches to 

managing growth urgently need to be simplified

across all tiers of government, ensuring that long 

term economic, social and environmental priorities 

are fully aligned with spatial planning and 

infrastructure decisions.

Background: A new approach to strategic planning (CCN 2020)



A new approach to governance and decision-making 
(A report by CRA and CCN, to be published soon)

Two main components for more 

effective governance and decision-

making in strategic planning:

▪ An accountable strategic 

planning body with 

responsibility for specific 

functions, including 

developing and delivering a 

strategic growth plan; and 

▪ A representative advisory and 

challenge body.   

This new approach aims could:

▪ Fill a gap in the current system – it is not about redistributing power bases and is based on strong 

partnership model.

▪ Address many of the major problems in the planning system identified by the Government

▪ Deliver a much more effective approach to strategic planning, maximising its potential for 

supporting sustainable growth.

▪ Be introduced quickly, especially if county deals and other levelling up proposals are used.
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